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Indonesian production company SHB Global plans to release “Starring Lakshmi” on the iTunes Store on September 24th.
Starring, well, Lakshmi, the owner of a dating app. And two other women. The film is not so much an adaptation as an
interpretation. Director A.L. Vijay, who has previously done horror films such as “Kadhal” and “Alai.” has taken some liberties
with the source material to make “Starring Lakshmi” a slick, romantic thriller which, thanks to the efforts of Kollywood’s first
full-time female director and the presence of two popular actors, might be given a decent release. But if “Starring Lakshmi”
fails to sparkle or get its core idea across, it will be because it fails to dig deeper than just the surface level of its source
material. The writer and director Vijay is a long-time fan of the female sexual fantasy, and “Starring Lakshmi” is at its core a
celebration of the female orgasm, a celebration of the female pleasure. Vijay is not afraid to be explicit in his message, and
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where some of his previous films had its share of the grotesque, the female orgasm is the “Starring Lakshmi” is pure and
beautiful, without any of the taint of the muddied industry that surrounds pornography. Of course, that message and its industry
trappings do make “Starring Lakshmi” difficult to watch, but that is part of the intent. It is, according to the producer and codirector N. Krishnamurthy, an attempt to represent “the feminine ideal and make it relatable to the larger world.” It is perhaps to
achieve this that Vijay at the beginning of the film tells Lakshmi and her two co-stars, Anjali and Sowmya, that they need to
think of a male equivalent to the female sexual fantasy. In fact, even the film’s title seems to rely on that fact, for “Staring” is a
term which suggests a single, all-encompassing concept, while Lakshmi’s dating app is the definition of a male equivalent to the
female fantasy. Anjali and Sowmya are of course actors. Anjali, while mainly a comedienne, has had some success with her role
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